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Footage shows folly of Goulburn water
“The announcement on Monday that there is not enough water in the Goulburn for irrigators is no surprise,” according to water engineer and wetlands advocate, Steve Posselt.

“What is surprising is that the government was not expecting it,” he said.

Posselt and his Kayak 4 earth team have been examining the Food Bowl Modernisation Project first hand, recording and filming the implementation of the new infrastructure and the impact it is having on people’s lives.

“It is obvious that most of the savings from the proposed project are imaginary and billions are being spent for a massively negative result,” Posselt said.

Kayak4earth has recorded the disappearance of natural lagoons that were slightly modified by traditional irrigators to provide water during lean times and kept full using outfall from irrigation channels. The elimination of outfalls to “save” water for the environment has resulted in the death of these ancient lagoons.

The same thing is happening across the entire Goulburn Valley.

“The greatest crime is that massive volumes of water are being pumped out of a dying river system,” Posselt said. “The Murray is dying from the mouth up and we are sending water over the mountain to Melbourne where three percent of it will be drunk and the rest used once and flushed out to sea.”

He believes that cities need to reuse water a number of times to reduce their environmental footprint.

He is one quarter of the way into an expedition paddling and dragging his kayak from Echuca to Melbourne to bring attention to the plight of the Goulburn.
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Print quality images are available from www.kayak4earth.com/media.html 

Broadcast quality audio and video is available through media liaison officer Giovanni Ebono 0402 779 375

BACKGROUND

Posselt is single-handedly paddling or dragging his kayak from Echuca to Melbourne at the incredible rate of 35 kilometres a day.

“It is a grueling pace,” he told radio journalists by telephone from the river, “but I feel compelled to do something to get the message through. The river has no options.”

In 2007 Posselt paddled the Murray Darling and was shocked to find that Australia’s once great river system no longer reaches the sea.
“This government plans to take 75 billion litres of water each year, out of a river system that is dying from the mouth up. The water simply is not there,” he said.

The government claims that the extra water can be saved through water efficiency. Posselt has been a water engineer all his life. 

“You cannot pump 75 billion litres of water out of a basin and claim that you have ‘saved’ water,” he said.

Farmers are angry because they believe that water officials know that the savings are imaginary but will support anything that sees government investment in water infrastructure.
